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Secondary Special Education Programs on Community College Campuses are support programs for 
secondary vocational education. These programs were developed to provide local school districts with an 
additional resource to meet the vocational needs of students with disabilities. The programs serve 
students who have unmet vocational goals in their Individualized Education Plan (IEP), and who need 
vocational programs which are not available at the local district level.  Each program varies in the level of 
support or services they can provide.  Additionally it is important to remember that different college 
programs may have their own pre-requisites and guidelines that must be met.  

Entrance Requirements: 

The decision to place a student in a Secondary Special Education Program must be made by an IEP 
team (which includes a local district administrator who is responsible for allocating resources and funds 
and representation from the receiving program). This team then makes a decision as to whether the 
program is an appropriate option for the student. It is recommended that this is done 18 months prior to 
graduation with involvement from the AEA 8 Transition Coordinator assigned to the student’s district. 

When considering a secondary at post secondary program to fulfill unmet vocational needs, the following 
criteria must be met: 

  *The student must have an unmet goal in the transition area of vocational training. 
*Placement must be based on student preferences, interests and needs. 
*The IEP team agrees that the student has a reasonable expectation for success in the chosen 
      vocational training program. 
*The student demonstrates good work-related habits and attitudes, including good school   
      attendance. 
*It is anticipated that the student cannot successfully complete the vocational program without 
      the academic support provided through the program. 

Additional considerations that bolster student success at these programs: 

  *The student has had a vocational goal in his or her IEP for two or more years. 
*The student has participated in career exploration activities and has identified interest in a 
      specific career cluster. 
*The student's vocational decision has been based on exploration, the student’s skills and work 
      habits, and the specific prerequisites of the program being considered. 
*The student has visited one or more programs before making a decision 
*The student has the potential to increase skills in living and working cooperatively with others 

Placement Considerations: 

Because these programs are a special education service, all due-process and procedural safeguards are 
afforded to the student and parents. The student has the right to a free and appropriate education. 

Placement may not be time limited. Exiting a student from the program must be determined by the IEP 
team or reaching the age 21. 

While a student is in a program, community college and school district staff conduct program reviews and 
develop the student's IEP. If the student does not complete the goals and objectives outlined in the IEP, 
or drops out of the program, the local school district IEP team must identify alternative program options.  
The student’s right to a free and appropriate public education (FAPE) continues intact until the district 
awards a regular diploma or the student ages out of special education.   

 


